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Imagine what happened and what is going to happen (doc p70) 

Fiche d’aide pour l’activité 
 

Elements to define :  
 
-Characters (names, background, how they are connected to each other)  
 
 
-The culprit and his/her motive  
 
 
-The action : before and after 
 
 
 
Useful words :  

 

A culprit 
An alibi 

A motive 
A clue 

An investigation 
To investigate 
The mystery 

A weapon 
A gun 

(to pull) The trigger  
The suspect 
Suspicious 

The criminal 
A crime 

A witness 
To kill 

To assassinate 
A murderer 

The evidence* 
The crime scene 

A set-up 
A police inspector 

An investigator, a detective 
To take part in 

To shoot somebody dead 
To take by surprise 

To be surprised 
Scared 

Puzzling / Puzzled 

Un coupable 
Un alibi 

Un mobile 
Un indice 

Une enquête 
Enquêter 

Le mystère 
Une arme 

Un pistolet 
(tirer/appuyer sur) La détente (d’un pistolet) 

Le suspect 
Suspicieux 
Le criminel 
Un crime 

Un témoin 
Tuer 

Assassiner 
Un meurtrier 
Les preuves 

Une scène de crime 
Un coup monté 

Un inspecteur de police 
Un enquêteur, un détective privé 

Participer à 
Tuer quelqu’un (en tirant) 

Prendre par  surprise 
Etre surpris 

Effrayé 
Déconcertant / déconcerté 

 
! Don’t forget to talk about hypothesis using : MAYBE / PERHAPS / PROBABLY  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 



M for Mystery – Docs (S.Sabatini) 
 

3 

 
ORAL UNDERSTANDING 

A DETECTIVE STORY WORKSHOP 
 

Introduction (-> “ready”) :  
Listen to the beginning of the recording. Pick out the reason why the people are together.  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
 
Now listen to the detective story :  
 

1) Listen to the whole recording and pick out elements concerning…  
 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

Words about the house Information about the characters Words and expressions linked to 
detective stories 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

2) Now listen again : complete the following sentences with words taken from the list below and put them 
in chronological order. Is there anything surprising? 
Alibi – kitchen – door to door – upstairs – neighbour – dead – victim – gun – lipstick – lying dead 

 
a-he said the _______________________ did not wear make-up   
b-he said he’d be down in a minute   
c-the husband came home from work , and opened the front door   
d-that ___________________ was the murder weapon, left on the crime scene    
e-he went into the kitchen and found his wife ____________ on  the floor   
f-he went ___________________________ to take a shower   
g-the woman had been _______________________for hours   
h-he heard his wife say “I’m in the ___________________”   
i-the wife was wearing perfect ________________and eye-shadow   
j-a _____________________ saw a woman selling door to door that day  
k-he was suspected but he had an ______________________  
 
 

3) Imagine what happened (complete the sentences)  
 
-the ___________________may have……………………………………………the wife 
 = the victim may have been……………………………………………….……………….by………………………….……………………………. 
-the victim _______________________ the saleswoman she was not interested in make-up 
-the victim must have ____________________the door  
-the saleswoman may be a _____________________ 
-maybe the saleswoman knew the victim = she may ___________________ her  
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EXERCICES LESSON 1 
 

RECAP 

Le futur proche :  

Pour dire que l’on est sur le point de faire q.ch., on utilise : ………………………………………..…………………………………………. 

Pour dire que l’on va faire q.ch., on utilise : …………………………………………………………………………………….……………………… 

 

La probabilité :  

Pour préciser que l’on n’est pas sûr de qch., on peut utiliser les adverbes : ………………………….…………………………….., 
……………………………………………………………………………….., ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Si l’on veut exprimer une probabilité sur le passé, on utilisera la structure suivante : 

AUXILIAIRE …………………… / ………………………………  / ………………….…….. + HAVE + ……………………………………….…………….. 

 

A noter :  

BE LIKELY TO permet aussi d’exprimer une probabilité 

Ex : he’s likely to win = il est probable qu’il gagne, il va peut-être gagne, il risque de / il a des chances de gagner. 

BE BOUND TO exprime, lui, une très forte probabilité (donc une quasi-certitude) 

Ex : he’s bound to win = il va gagner, j’en suis certaine.  

 
 
1.Lis les situations et réagis en formant une phrase avec BE GOING TO ou BE ABOUT TO. 
Ex : They are looking at a pram (= un berceau) in the baby-shop  they are going to have a baby. 
-The Police have planned* to talk to the neighbour tonight  They……………………………………………………………………….. 
-She’s writing a letter  She…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
-I don’t intend* to stay there  I………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…… 
-She’s taken her umbrella with her  it……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
-Does he intend* to tell them the truth? …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 (*plan = planifier, intend = avoir l’intention de) 
 
2.Reformule avec MAY ou MUST (MAY = perhaps, MUST = I’m sure), comme dans l’exemple.  
Ex : I’m sure he felt proud to find the solution  He MUST have felt proud  
-I’m sure there has been an accident  there MUST…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
-I’m sure they found the culprit  they…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
-Perhaps he didn’t understand what the husband said  he………………………………………………………………………………… 
-Perhaps she came later  she……………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
3.Traduire 
-Il y a des chances qu’il ait détruit les indices. 
-Il se peut que cet homme ait raison. 
-Il est certain que le détective a trouvé le coupable.  
-Il est certain que le détective va trouver le coupable.  
-Elle a sûrement ouvert la porte à la vendeuse.  
-L’enquête semble difficile : ils n’ont peut-être pas de témoins.  
-Peut-être qu’il a menti !  
-Que va-t-il faire après la mort de sa femme ?  
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WHO WAS AGATHA CHRISTIE ? 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
More about Agatha Christie 
http://www.freelancewriting.com/articles/WS-the-writing-style-of-agatha-christie.php 

http://www.freelancewriting.com/articles/WS-the-writing-style-of-agatha-christie.php
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LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
WHO WAS AGATHA CHRISTIE 

 

Type of doc …………………………………………………..…………………………….. 

Subject / character …………………………………………………..…………………………….  

Job …………………………………………………….…………………………….  

Qualities Tick elements corresponding to the personality of the character :  
 disappointing    amazing           talented       hardworking  
 determined       slow at work     productive    lazy  

Her Work Which novels are evoked ?       
 The Mysterious affair at styles 
 Murder on the Orient Express  
 Absent in the spring  
 And then there were none 
 Death on the Nile 
 Ten little Indians 
Title of her first book : …………………………………………….…………….. 
Time to write a book , in general : ………………………………..………….. 
Complete :  
She wrote…………………………………………in………………………….. 
She wrote…………………………………………….………..books  

Success Is she still popular or not ?   yes    no    don’t know 
Justify your answer by picking out words from the audio : 
- …………………………………………..……………………………………..  
- …………………………………………………………………………………..  
- …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

WHO WAS AGATHA CHRISTIE 
 

Type of doc ………………………………………………………………….. 

Subject / character ………………………………………………………………….  

Job ………………………………………………………………….  

Qualities Tick elements corresponding to the personality of the character :  
 disappointing    amazing           talented       hardworking  
 determined       slow at work     productive    lazy  

Her Work Which novels are evoked ?       
 The Mysterious affair at styles 
 Murder on the Orient Express  
 Absent in the spring  
 And then there were none 
 Death on the Nile 
 Ten little Indians 
Title of her first book : …………………………………………….. 
Time to write a book , in general : ……………………………….. 
Complete :  
She wrote……………………………in……………….. 
She wrote………………………………..books  

Success Is she still popular or not ?   yes    no    don’t know 
Justify your answer by picking out words from the audio : 
- ………………………………………………………………………..  
- ………………………………………………………………………..  
- ……………………………………………………………………….. 
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LESSON 2 
EXERCISES 

 
1. Ecrire en toutes lettres en anglais : 1935, 2013, 1844, le 20e siècle, il y a 2 mois, il y a 3 ans, il y a quelques 

minutes, le 21ème siècle, les années 60, le 35ème Président. 
 

2. Conjugue ces verbes au preterit et classe-les dans le tableau ci-dessous selon la prononciation du –ED.  
Read - cost – drop -  travel – buy – love – walk - start – want – agree – lose – choose – stop – open – write 
– cry – say – found – discover – watch  - record – catch   
 

ED prononcé /t/ ED prononcé /d/ ED prononcé /id/ Verbes irréguliers  
(pas de –ED) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

3. Conjugue les verbes entre parenthèses au present ou au preterit. Souligne l’indice avant de faire ton 
choix ! 

 
-I always ……………………………………………………………(go) to the ice-rink on Saturdays, but I 
(not/go)…………………………..last Saturday because I (have)……………….………….my cousins at home ! 
-When I was a child, I ……………………………………….…………(hate) cheese. But now, I quite 
(like)…………………………………….it.  
-Last week-end, Bill …………………………………….……………………………(organize) a party. There 
…………………………………(be)  40 people ! We …………………………………(listen) to very good music. 
-I………………………………………………………(have) a good friend. She’s called Sophia. She 
……………………………………………………………(become) my friend a few months ago, when I 
(arrive)……………………………………….in my new school. 
-My parents……………………………………………………………(travel) to the United States in 1986. They 
never (go)……………………………………………back there but wish they could !  

 
4. Traduire (écrire les dates et nombres en toutes lettres) 

a-Elle est morte il y a plus de 30 ans.  
b-Je suis née en 2000, le 14 Août, à San Francisco. 
c-Elle a écrit plus de 100 romans, elle était très productive.  
d-Nous avons quitté les Etats Unis en 1994 et nous sommes revenus 10 ans après, en 2004.  
e-Il y a une statue de cet écrivain au musée de cire de Londres, Madame Tussaud’s ! Ils l’ont fabriquée il y 
a environ 5 ans.  
 

5. Rédige la bio de JFK en utilisant les éléments fournis.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
 

35th President of the USA. Elected /1960. President / 
1961-1963. 
Date + place of birth : May 1917 / Massachussetts (USA). 
American. Family : Irish / Catholic. 
Handsome + clever. Popular. 
Fight for civil rights.  
Death : assassinated / 22 Nov.,1963 / Dallas (Texas, USA). 

Wife : Jacky + 2 children. 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:John_F._Kennedy,_White_House_color_photo_portrait.jpg
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Let’s Discover Sherlock Holmes ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.Describe Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson in pictures ,2, 3. Then compare them ! 
2.Which representation of Holmes and Watson do you prefer? Why? 
3.Are you a Sherlockologist? Read the text p76. 
Which of these statements are TRUE or FALSE? 

a-Sherlock Holmes made his first appearance in 1887 
b-His place of residence was 221b Regent Street, London, UK. 
c-Holmes’s creator is Sir Albert Conan Dull. 
d-Holmes’s adventures appeared in 4 short stories and 56 novels. 
e-At least 260 films, based on Holmes’s adventures, have been released. 
f-Sherlock Holmes often concludes his investigation with the sentence: “Exactly, my dear Watson!”  
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New Missions 2de p76 (extrait) 
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New Missions 2de p73 
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LES INFINITIVES (avec WANT) 

Let’s Think  and train ! 
 
 
Pour traduire « vouloir que quelqu’un fasse quelque chose », l’anglais utilisera la structure suivante :  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Cette structure s’appelle « infinitive » parce que__________________________________________ 
Il faudra penser lors de la traduction que le calque du français vers l’anglais NE FONCTIONNE PAS. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Bilan 

 
Structures dans lesquelles on trouvera TO + VERBE, avec des verbes de volonté, des verbes qui impliquent une projection vers l’avenir , un 
objectif (d’où la présence de « TO »). 
Ex  : TELL, ORDER, ASK, WANT,  WOULD LIKE, EXPECT, WISH…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex : My parents    WANT       ME          TO              do my homework every evening 
             S1                   V1     S2/CPT        TO         V2 
 
*Le sujet 2 étant placé derrière un verbe , s’il est pronom, il prendra la forme du pronom complément.  
Donc, contrairement au français qui dit « je veux qu’elle aille au travail » (elle = pronom sujet), on aura en anglais «  I want HER to go to 
work ! » (et non « she »).  
A noter également : « que » ne se traduit donc pas par « that » !  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Exercises 
 

1.Remplace les mots soulignés par les bons pronoms sujets ou compléments. 
a- The Policeman ……………..asked the children …………….. to go upstairs. 
b- Does Sherlock  ………………..always have to work with  Dr Watson …………………? 
c- Mlle Dupin …………………wouldn’t like Marta …………… to miss her French class ………… 
d- Did Investigators ………………… ask the husband …………………to call the police …………………?  

 
2.Traduis 
-Il veut que la police enquête et lui dise toute la vérité.  
-Les détectives nous ont demandé de les amener sur la scène du crime.  
-Elle s’attendait à ce qu’ils trouvent des empreintes sur le pistolet.  
-Nous voulions que les fans votent pour nous ! Nous voulions gagner le concours.  
-Il leur a dit de sortir du bureau, et de le laisser travailler. Il devait trouver des indices rapidement ! 
 
 

VERBE 1 
(intro) 

Want, Wish, 
Expect, Tell 

… 
 

Sujet 1 
(du verbe1)  

Sujet 2 
(du verbe2) 

  

TO 
Verbe 2 

(= objectif) 

Pronom de forme 
COMPLEMENT * 

BUT 
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Studying a back cover 

 
MARY HIGGINS CLARK 
A CRY IN THE NIGHT 

 

 

 
FOR A DIVORCED MOTHER OF TWO, it was a fairy-tale romance… 

 
When lovely Jenny Mac Partland met the man of her dreams,  while working 

in a NEW YORK art gallery, she could hardly believe her luck. Artist Erich 
Krueger was handsome, sensitive, a painter whose exquisite landscapes were 
making him a virtual overnight success…and a man utterly in love with her! 

 
…that twisted into a woman’s most horrifying nightmare ! 

 
Married within a month, suddenly wealthy, deeply adored, Jenny planned a 
warm, caring home on Erich’s vast Minnesota farm. But the lonely days and 
eery* nights strained her nerves to the breaking point, making her doubt her 
own sanity. Caught in a whirlpool of shattering events, Jenny was about to 

unearth* a plot more terrifying than she dared imagine…tragic, terrible 
secrets that threatened her marriage, her children, her life.  

 
*eery = strange, to unearth = to discover 

 
Characters (who?) - 

- 

Places (where?) - 
- 

Jobs - 
- 

Feelings   
 
 

Events / actions   
 
 

 
RECAP ! 

 
Complete avec les mots de la liste, et conjugue les verbes entre parentheses au temps qui convient, afin 
d’obtenir un résumé correct de l’oeuvre de MHC.  
 

Love story - nightmare – dreams – lonely – sadly – painter – fairy-tale – sanity – gallery  

 
“A cry in the Night” by Mary Higgins Clark is the story of a woman who ……………….(meet) the man of 
her…………………………. , Erich,  while she ……………….………….…………….(work) in a NY art …………………………………. Erich 
was a ………………………………..….who ………………………………..…..(fall) in love with her.  
As soon as they ………………………………(get) married, her…………………………..………..romance 
………………………………..(turn into) a …………………………………..………. : while she …………………………………………..(live) with 
her new husband in their Minnesota house, Jenny ……………………..….…………(begin) to feel 
……………………………………………and frightened, which made her doubt her own ……………………………………….. 
This book is about a …………………………………………..which ……………………………….(come) strangely 
and…………………………………………..to an end. 
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LES PRONOMS RELATIFS 
 

Antécédent animé Antécédent inanimé Tous antécédents  Fonction 

 

WHO 

 

 

WHICH 

 

 

THAT  
(sauf dans les rel.descriptives *) 

 

SUJET 

 

WHOM 

 

 

THAT /  

(plus fréquents) 

 

COMPLEMENT / OBJET 

WHOSE  (+ NOM) GENITIF 
(lien de possession ou de parenté) 

 

 
Exercices  

 
1.Voici des paires de phrases. Souligne l’element commun dans les deux, puis remplace le par un pronom relatif, 
de manière à ce qu’elles ne forment plus qu’une seule phrase.  

a) Erich was an artist. Erich fell in love with Jenny. 
b) He was a painter. His landscapes were famous. 
c) Jenny met the man of her dreams. Meeting the man of her dreams was a lucky event in her life.  
d) They moved to Minnesota. They started a new life in Minnesota.  
e) She started a new life. Her new life was strange and sad. 
f) She had lonely hard days. This strained her nerves to the breaking point. (this = having lonely hard days) 
g) It was a fairy-tale romance. The fairy-tale romance changed into a nightmare. 
h) She believed in her love story. This did not last very long. 

 
2.Complete avec le bon pronom relatif ces définitions ou explications... 
-Barak Obama is the candidate……………………………won the last US elections. 
-CSI is an American TV series……………………………is also broadcast in France  
-Leonardo di Caprio is the actor……………………………played the major role in Titanic. 
-Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia…………………………attracts more than 70 million visitors a year. 
-The statue of Liberty was made by the French, ……………………is always surprising for people……………..don’t 
know it ! 
-Youtube is an international network …………………………………you can find videos of all types. 
-Michael Jackson was a singer …………………………talent as a dancer was also recognized. 
 
3.Choisis le pronom relatif qui convient : WHO / WHICH /WHERE / THAT / WHAT / WHOSE / Ø ? 

a) I don’t like people ………………………………………………reject progress and technology 
b) The DNA profiling technique is an invention …………………..…………………………………changed the way 

investigations were made.  
c) I know many people ……………………………………………………dream is to become a forensic scientist * 
d) My father is the type of person ……………………………………………will spend hours in his garden but 

……………………………………………will never buy a computer. 
e) The speech ………………………………………………………Martin Luther King gave in the Sixties was 

absolutely brilliant ! 
f) My brother, ……………………………………knows everything about computers, will be able to help you ! 
g) I’d like to spend my holidays in a country……………………………………there are no phones and no cars. 
h) My best friend, ………………………………………………parents are electronic engineers, spends most of 

her spare time surfing on the net 
i) I don’t know …………………………………………………to do. I’ve lost my keys ! 
j) He didn’t write to me, …………………………………………………………made me sad. 

 
*a forensic scientist = médecin légiste 

 
4.Traduis 
a) Voici la maison où je suis née, et où j’ai grandi. C’est aussi l’endroit où le crime a eu lieu.  
b) C’est l’homme dont elle nous a parlé il y a trois jours.  
c) Le détective ne comprenait pas ce qu’ils voulaient dire.  
d) Ils n’ont pas appelé la police, ce qui nous  a paru étrange.  
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Aucun changement 
Parier BET BET BET 

Laisser LET  LET  LET  

Frapper HIT HIT HIT  

Couper CUT CUT CUT   

Couter COST COST COST  

Jeter, Lancer   CAST           CAST           CAST 

(se) blesser HURT HURT HURT 

Lire READ READ READ  

Poser, mettre  PUT PUT PUT  
 

Irrégularités ‘non régulières’ 
Etre BE WAS/WERE BEEN 

Aller GO WENT GONE 

Faire DO DID DONE 

Manger EAT ATE EATEN 

Fabriquer MAKE MADE MADE  

 

Changement de voyelle  
(la voyelle change deux fois : au pret. et au part.passé) 

 

Devenir BECOME BECAME BECOME 

Venir COME CAME COME 

Voir SEE SAW SEEN 

Courir             RUN            RAN            RUN 

Boire DRINK DRANK DRUNK 

Chanter SING SANG SUNG 

Sonner            RING          RANG          RUNG 

Nager SWIM SWAM SWUM 

Commencer BEGIN BEGAN BEGUN 

 

Porter (vêt.) WEAR WORE WORN  

Tomber FALL FELL FALLEN 

Donner GIVE GAVE GIVEN 

Pardonner FORGIVE FORGAVE FORGIVEN 

Interdire       FORBID       FORBADE    FORBIDDEN 

Oublier FORGET FORGOT FORGOTTEN 

Faire du vélo   RIDE           RODE          RIDDEN 

Ecrire WRITE WROTE WRITTEN 

Surgir            ARISE AROSE ARISEN 

Conduire DRIVE DROVE DRIVEN 

 (se) Réveiller (A)WAKE (A)WOKE (A)WOKEN 

Prendre TAKE TOOK TAKEN 

Remuer SHAKE SHOOK SHAKEN 

Savoir KNOW KNEW KNOWN  

Jeter THROW THREW  THROWN 

Grandir GROW GREW GROWN 

Dessiner DRAW DREW DRAWN 

(se) retirer     Withdraw    Withdrew    Withdrawn 

Voler FLY FLEW FLOWN 

Dérober, voler STEAL STOLE STOLEN  

Casser BREAK BROKE BROKEN 

Parler SPEAK SPOKE SPOKEN 

Choisir CHOOSE CHOSE CHOSEN 

Geler              FREEZE       FROZE        FROZEN 

Se cacher HIDE HID HIDDEN 

Preterit et part.passé en -GHT 
Acheter BUY BOUGHT BOUGHT 

Apporter BRING BROUGHT BROUGHT  

Se battre FIGHT FOUGHT FOUGHT  

Penser THINK THOUGHT THOUGHT 

Chercher        SEEK           SOUGHT      SOUGHT 

Enseigner TEACH TAUGHT TAUGHT 

Attraper CATCH CAUGHT CAUGHT  
 

Suppression d’une lettre au pret.et part.passé 
Tirer SHOOT SHOT SHOT 

Rencontrer MEET MET MET 

Nourrir FEED FED FED 

Saigner BLEED BLED BLED  

Elever            BREED         BRED          BRED 

Mener            LEAD           LED             LED 

 

Changement de voyelle 
La voyelle change une fois  

Tenir HOLD HELD HELD  

Obtenir GET GOT GOT  

Gagner WIN WON WON  

Briller            SHINE         SHONE       SHONE 

Creuser          DIG             DUG            DUG 

Piquer             STING         STUNG       STUNG 

Coller              STICK          STUCK        STUCK 

S’asseoir         SIT              SAT            SAT  

 
La voyelle change une fois (et devient double) 

Comprendre Understand Understood Understood 

Tenir debout STAND STOOD STOOD  

Trouver FIND FOUND FOUND 

Attacher, lier BIND BOUND BOUND 

 
Apparition de –T, -D ou -ED au preterit 

Perdre LOSE           LOST          LOST 

Dire, raconter TELL TOLD TOLD  

Vendre SELL SOLD SOLD  

Construire BUILD BUILT BUILT 

Brûler BURN BURNT BURNT  

Envoyer SEND SENT SENT 

Dépenser SPEND SPENT SPENT 

Prêter            LEND          LENT           LENT 

Apprendre LEARN LEARNT LEARNT 

Signifier MEAN MEANT MEANT 

Rever DREAM DREAMT DREAMT 

Distribuer       DEAL          DEALT        DEALT 

Ressentir FEEL FELT FELT 

Epeler SPELL SPELT SPELT 

Dormir SLEEP SLEPT SLEPT 

Garder KEEP KEPT KEPT 

Laisser LEAVE LEFT LEFT 

Avoir HAVE HAD HAD  

Payer PAY PAID PAID  

Dire SAY SAID SAID  

Poser, allonger LAY LAID LAID 

Entendre HEAR HEARD HEARD 

Montrer         SHOW SHOWED SHOWN 



M for Mystery – Docs (S.Sabatini) 
 

16 

 
THE INGREDIENTS OF DETECTIVE STORIES 

(Compréhension Ecrite) 
 

INGREDIENTS DOC. 1 DOC. 2 DOC. 3 
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FAIRE UNE FICHE SUR UNE ŒUVRE COMPLETE 
 
Pour présenter l’œuvre, vous devrez d’abord remplir la fiche suivante, au fur et à mesure que vous lisez l’œuvre, 
et ensuite en restituer le contenu en anglais, avec les expressions fournies, ou vos propres mots.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

GENRE, TITLE, AUTHOR, DATE/PERIOD, STRUCTURE 
This book  is a Mystery book / A novel / A comic strip… 
written by [author] and published in [date]. 
It is entitled [title] 
It is divided into xxx chapters / parts.  

 

Theme / Topic  
It deals with… 
The main topic is…  

 

DESCRIPTION / PRESENTATION 
 

Main situation (place, period) 
It takes place in… 

 

Characters :  
Who are they? What are their relations? Their 
occupations? Etc.  
There are xxx characters…  
They are friends / parents …  

 

Sum up the story (very briefly !)  
It tells the story of…  
At the beginning…  
Then… 

 

Say what you understood, explain the meaning of the 
book : its main themes and ideas,  the author’s 
intention or message(s), conclusion (appeal to your 
analysis and thoughts) – but don’t tell us the end !  
To me … I have understood that… I think that…  
The main themes are…  
(maybe) the author wanted to tell us that…  
We can understand that… 
This book shows…  

 

CONCLUSION 
Say if you liked the book, or not  + why, or why not ?  
I quite liked this book because… 
I prefer… because…  
I didn’t like this novel because…  

 
 

Which other book does it remind you of, or would you 
like to read ?  
I’d like to read this book again / to read another book 
by the same author, because…  
This book reminds me of… because…  
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