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THE BRITISH PRESS 
ORAL UNDERSTANDING 

 
 
1.Listen and complete the following grid. 
 

Types of newspapers   
 
 
 

  

Examples/Names  
 
 
 

  

Characteristics   
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
2.Listen again and find out the following pieces of information.  
 
Helen’s habits : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Helen’s favourite newspaper(s) : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Helen’s opinion about the Press : “It’s good to………………………………………………………………………………….” 
Her experience of the Press : she used to be a _____________________________ 
 
What do you learn about the British people and the Press ?  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
3.Now listen a last time and complete the script.  Then recap what you understood ! 
 

 

GO FURTHER ! 
 
Find the following words or expressions in the script. Then learnt them by heart ! 
 
-faire les gros titres : …………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 
-fiable, de confiance : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
-les visions (opinions) : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
-reporter des  faits : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
-la presse (magasin) : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
-disponible : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-dire la vérité : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………. 
-attirer l’attention (sur qch) : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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My name is Helen, I am 28 years old and I am ___________________. I read the news every day, I like to keep 
up to date with _______________________________. I prefer the ____________________press to tabloids. I 
think the quality press is trustworthy and is more likely to tell _________________________.  
My _____________________newspaper is The Guardian. The Guardian is part of the ____________________.  
It has interesting ________________________and it draws ______________________ to important issues. I 
believe the Guardian always reports _____________________________. I also read The Independent. 
The Independent is also part of the quality press. There are lots of __________________________in the 
Independent which give a _____________________version of ______________________.  
When I want to ____________________, I sometimes read the Daily Mail. The Daily Mail is a tabloid 
newspaper. I think the Daily Mail has too many articles about ________________________________. I assume 
tabloid newspapers do not _____________________accurate _____________________. Let’s take the 
example with Michael Jackson’s death.  Some tabloids hit the headlines by saying "____________________ 
PAEDOPHILE DIES". 
I think it is good to read many different newspapers because they each express 
__________________________.  
I used to buy quality newspapers, but now I read the quality press ________________________on the internet. 
I like reading articles on the internet because ___________________ can write a comment and express views. 
When I was 16 years old, I worked at ____________________________. Every morning at 7 am, the paper boys 
and girls came to collect the newspapers for their ________________________. They 
_____________________newspapers to many houses in our village. 
The press is an important part of British ______________________________ : most people in the UK read 
national newspapers. Local newspapers are _________________________but they are not as 
__________________________.  

 

 
 

My name is Helen, I am 28 years old and I am ___________________. I read the news every day, I like to keep 
up to date with _______________________________. I prefer the ____________________press to tabloids. I 
think the quality press is trustworthy and is more likely to tell _________________________.  
My _____________________newspaper is The Guardian. The Guardian is part of the ____________________.  
It has interesting ________________________and it draws ______________________ to important issues. I 
believe the Guardian always reports _____________________________. I also read The Independent. 
The Independent is also part of the quality press. There are lots of __________________________in the 
Independent which give a _____________________version of ______________________.  
When I want to ____________________, I sometimes read the Daily Mail. The Daily Mail is a tabloid 
newspaper. I think the Daily Mail has too many articles about ________________________________. I assume 
tabloid newspapers do not _____________________accurate _____________________. Let’s take the 
example with Michael Jackson’s death.  Some tabloids hit the headlines by saying "____________________ 
PAEDOPHILE DIES". 
I think it is good to read many different newspapers because they each express 
__________________________.  
I used to buy quality newspapers, but now I read the quality press ________________________on the internet. 
I like reading articles on the internet because ___________________ can write a comment and express views. 
When I was 16 years old, I worked at ____________________________. Every morning at 7 am, the paper boys 
and girls came to collect the newspapers for their ________________________. They 
_____________________newspapers to many houses in our village. 
The press is an important part of British ______________________________ : most people in the UK read 
national newspapers. Local newspapers are _________________________but they are not as 
__________________________.  
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THE BRITISH PRESS 
 
 
Here are the major newspapers you can buy in Britain. Search the web to find information about them, and look at the 
pictures. You must be able to complete the following grid and write their name in front of the right description.  
 

    
 

 
 

         
 

Type of newspaper / Description Name of newspaper 

1.A conservative middle-market tabloid. 
2.A little conservative; it is the oldest British national daily. 
3.One of the world’s leading business and politics newspapers with a global outlook. 

4.A conversative tabloid, with a large coverage of “women’s issues”. 
5.A daily liberal broadsheet with a wide international coverage.  
6.A quality Edinburgh-based daily.  
7.A left-wing paper, good at covering social and political issues and international news. 

8.A tabloid that supports the Labour party.  
9.A right-wing tabloid specializing in pictures of underdressed models. 
10.A conservative paper, good on international news. 
11.A tabloid, the most popular newspaper in the UK. 

…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
…………………………………… 
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A NATION OF PAPER READERS 
 

 
 
 
Read the text and find the words or expressions :  
-un kiosque à journaux : ……………………………………… -Livré : ……………………………………………………… 
-nouvelles de l’étranger : ……………………………………. -couverture : ……………………………………………. 
-évènements : ……………………………………………………. -gros titres : ……………………………………………… 
-familier : …………………………………………………………… -révéler : …………………………………………………… 
 
Read again and complete the grid :  
 

Types of Papers   
 

 

Examples/names   
 
 

 

Technical characteristics   
 
 

 

Favourite topics   
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Rupert Murdoch 

From Wikipedia, the free participative encyclopedia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*BskyB = British Sky Broadcasting (satellite TV bouquet). 
CEO : Chief Executive Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Rupert Murdoch, is an Australian American business magnate. 

Murdoch became managing director of Australia's News Limited, 

inherited from his father, in 1952. He is the founder, Chairman and 

CEO* of global media holding company News Corporation, the world's 

second-largest media conglomerate, and its successors News Corp and 

21st Century Fox after the conglomerate split on 28 June 2013.  

In the 1950s and '60s, he acquired various newspapers in Australia and 

New Zealand, before expanding into the United Kingdom in 1969, 

taking over the News of the World followed closely by The Sun. He 

moved to New York in 1974 to expand into the US market, but retained 

interests in Australia and Britain. In 1981, he bought The Times, his first 

British broadsheet, and became a naturalized US citizen in 1985. 

In 1986, keen to adopt newer electronic publishing technologies, he 

consolidated his UK printing operations in Wapping, causing bitter 

industrial disputes. His News Corporation acquired Twentieth Century 
Fox (1985), HarperCollins (1989) and The Wall Street Journal (2007). 

He formed BSkyB* in 1990 and during the 1990s expanded into Asian 

networks and South American television. By 2000, Murdoch's News 

Corporation owned over 800 companies in more than 50 countries with a 

net worth of over $5 billion. 

In July 2011, Murdoch faced allegations that his companies, including 

the News of the World, owned by News Corporation, had been regularly 

hacking the phones of celebrities, royalty and public citizens. He faces 

police and government investigations into bribery and corruption by the 

British government and FBI investigations in the US. On 21 July 2012, 

Murdoch resigned as a director of News International. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_American
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_Limited
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holding_company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_Corporation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_conglomerate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_Corp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/21st_Century_Fox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_of_the_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sun_%28United_Kingdom%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Times
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturalization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wapping
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20th_Century_Fox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/20th_Century_Fox
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HarperCollins
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall_Street_Journal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BSkyB
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_of_the_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/News_International_phone_hacking_scandal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
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A BIOGRAPHY : RUPERT MURDOCH 
 
Introduce the document : 
 

This document is an illustrated ………………………………..……………….. of …………………………….…………………………………….  
It was taken and adapted from…………………………………………..., which is ……………………………………………………………….. 

 
 Which tense is generally used to write a biography?   ……………………………………………………………………………….. 
 What is peculiar about a biography (in the writing technique) ?  ………………………………………………………………. 
 
1.Read the bio and  
a) find a title or sentence to sum up each paragraph :  
-§1 : …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………….…..………………………………… 
-§2: …………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..………………………………… 
-§3: …………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………….…..………………………………… 
-§4 : …………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………….…..………………………………… 
 
b) complete the following grid. 
 

FULL NAME : …………………………………………………………………..………………………………………….…...………………………………… 
Nationality / Citizenship : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Main occupation : …………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………… 
Beginnings : ………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
Companies owned (= ownership) : 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Types, number  and places : …………………………………………………………..………………………………….……………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Famous affair about him (What? When?) : 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
2.Complete and observe. 
-How much money does he own?  
In 2013 , He has a net worth of…………………………………………………  he is one of the richest men in the world ! 
(In 2000, he had …………………………………………………………………………) 
-How many companies does he own? 
He owns …………………………………………………………………... he has the greatest number of companies! 
                                                                                                 he has the most important number of companies ! 
 

 What else can you say about him, if you compare him to other big businessmen ?  
Use a noun and an adjective in the following lists for each sentence :  
Adjectives : influential / important ( in the Media area ) / good / large  
Nouns : conglomerate / man / businessman / person / manager. 
 He is one of the ………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………. 
 He is one of…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………………… 
 He is…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………… 
 News Corporation is the World’s second-………………………………………………………………………………………………….….. 
 
RECAP !  

 
Now use all these information to recap about him and sum up the BIO. Don’t use too many figures or dates, 
only important facts !  
 
 
 



7 THE MEDIA – DOCS (S.Sabatini) 

 

At Home 
 
Find the following words in the text 

 
Affronter ……………………………………………………………………… Démissionner  ……………………………………………………………… 
posséder …………………………………………………………………… un citoyen …………………………………………………………………… 
le piratage de lignes téléphoniques ………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………… 
la corruption (2 mots) ………………………………………….. ………………………………………………………….……………………….. 
les milliards ………………………………………………………………..  les accusations …………………………………………………………… 
les éditions …………………………………………………………………  un réseau …………………………………………………………………… 
une entreprise ……………………………………………………………  

 
Ecris les dates et nombres issus du texte en toutes lettres  
 
1969 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
$5 billion …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
$13.4 billion ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
800 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2013 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
1990 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
1956 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
1950s : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
45,300 :  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
 
 
 

At Home 
 
Find the following words in the text 

 
Affronter ……………………………………………………………………… Démissionner  ……………………………………………………………… 
le piratage de lignes téléphoniques ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
posséder ……………………………………………………………………… un citoyen …………………………………………………………………… 
la corruption (2 mots) ………………………………………….. …………………………………………………………………….. 
les milliards ………………………………………………………………..  les accusations ………………………………………………………… 
les éditions …………………………………………………………………  un réseau …………………………………………………………………… 
une entreprise ……………………………………………………………  

 
Ecris les dates et nombres issus du texte en toutes lettres  
 
1969 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
$5 billion …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
$13.4 billion ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
800 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2013 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
1990 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
1956 : ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
1950s : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
45,300 :  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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COMPARING 
EXERCISES 

 
 
1.Mettez au comparatif de supériorité les adjectifs suivants. 
CLOSE, FREE, STUBBORN, TIRED, WELL, QUIET, LIVELY, COMMON, SILLY, HOT,  GENTLE, REAL , 
SENSATIONAL, STUPID , NARROW, NARROW-MINDED,  BUSY  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2.Transformez les phrases en préservant la notion de comparaison. 
The price of newspapers  is increasing every year. 
 Newspapers are ……………………………………………………………………. (expensive). 

He cut out 200 words in his article. 
 He made it………………………………………………………………………….….(short) by 200 words. 

The length of the articles in a tabloid isn’t the same as the length of the articles in a broadsheet. 
 Tabloid articles are………………………………(long)……………………….……….. broadsheet articles.  

 
3. Are School Holidays too long? 
Mettez les adjectifs entre parentheses à la forme qui convient selon l’indication : 
+ comparatif de supèriorité   /  - comparatif d’infèriorité  
 
American scientists have found that children lose some of their skills during the summer  holidays. A 
great number of children have (+ low) ……………………………..……………..reading skills when they go back 
to school in September. It also appears that the summer break has a (+ great) ………………………………….. 
effect on children from (- affluent* )……………………………………families.  
There are two solutions : one is to make the school-year (+ long) ………………………………, the other is to 
create summer schools, that would help them get (+ good)…………………………….results and 
concentrate (+ well) …………………………………….. Some parents are getting (+ 
enthusiastic)……………………………………………..about the idea, but I don’t approve of it. Children will 
probably be (+ tired) ……………………………………………….and their skills won’t improve so much, if they 
don’t make a break during the summer.  
 

*affluent = rich, wealthy 
 
 
4.TRADUIRE 
-Plus je lis, plus j’aime lire. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-Ils gagnent 10 fois plus d’argent que vous.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-Votre travail est un peu meilleur que la dernière fois. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-Les anglais ont de moins en moins de loisirs, mais lisent de plus en plus les journaux.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-De nos jours, les media ont plus d’influence que dans le passé.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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LE SUPERLATIF EN ANGLAIS 
 
LE SUPERLATIF permet d’insister sur le fait qu’une personne ou une chose est au dessus (ou au 
dessous) de toutes les autres de la même catégorie. 
Ex : il est l’homme le plus riche du monde  he is the richest man in the world ! 
REMARQUE : l’adjectif reste placé devant le nom en anglais, il ne faut pas calquer sur l’ordre des mots 
du français lors de la traduction ! 
 
Comment former le superlatif ?  
Il faut partir du comparatif pour comprendre le fonctionnement du superlatif.  
 
 COMPARATIF 

(comparer deux choses ou 
personnes entre elles) 

SUPERLATIF 
(comparer une chose à toutes les 

autres de la même catégorie) 

 
 
 

D’INFERIORITE 

 
Moins … que… 

 

LESS …THAN … 

 
Ex : he is less intelligent than you (= il 
est moins intelligent que toi) 

 
LE moins… 

 

THE LEAST … 

 
Ex: he is the least intelligent (= il est le 
moins intelligent) 

 

DE SUPERIORITE 
 

 
Plus …que… 

 

 
Le plus… 

 

 
- adjectif long* 
(= 2 syllabes terminé par une 
consonne ou + de 2 syllabes)  

 

MORE … THAN … 
 
Ex: he is more intelligent than you (= il 
est plus intelligent que toi) 

 

THE MOST… 
 
Ex: he is the most intelligent (= il est le 
plus intelligent) 

 
- adjectif court* 
(=2 syllabes terminé par 
une voyelle OU – de 2 
syllabes) 

 

Adjectif -ER THAN … 
 
Ex: he is nicer than you (= il est plus 
gentil que toi) 

 

THE + adjectif –EST … 
 
Ex : he is the nicest (= il est le plus 
gentil) 

 
 
1.Mettre au superlatif les adjectifs donnés entre parenthèses. 
-The (famous)……………………………………………………………….playhouse in the world was Shakespeare’s 
Globe. 
-The (good)…………………………………………things in life are free. 
-The world’s (wealthy)………………………………………woman was probably Princess Wilhemina, with a 
fortune of over $550,000,000. 
-When we go to Miami, I’ll make sure I bring my (beautiful)………………………………swimming trunks and 
my (efficient)………………………………………suntan lotion. 
 
2.Traduire  
-Il est le meilleur journaliste de l’année. 
-C’est le pire scandale qui pouvait arriver. 
-Ce journal est le moins intéressant que j’aie jamais lu.  
-Tu sais ce qui fait le plus mal ?  
-Murdoch est l’un des plus anciens magnats de la Presse.  
-C’est le plus facile des deux. 
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DESCRIBING A NEWSPAPER FRONTPAGE 
 
Name the different parts of this front page using words taken from the list :  
Caption – Title  - Subtitle – Red Top – Headline – Banner Headline  - Photo – Layout - Ad 

 
 

 
DESCRIBING A NEWSPAPER FRONTPAGE 

 
Name the different parts of this front page using words taken from the list :  
Caption – Title  - Subtitle – Red Top – Headline – Banner Headline  - Photo – Layout - Ad 
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THE SUN, October 5
th

, 2001  
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VOCABULARY ACTIVITY 
 

The following words have been jumbled. Identify each word,  and complete it when necessary.  
1.REEDAL 
2.SIDEBA 
3.YALID 
4.GAWNTENSE 
5.TROIDE 
6.RUNLAJO 
7.TINCROLACUI 
8.LODIBAT 
9.HONLYMT 
10.RIBEBCUSS 
11.GOLB 
12.AINEDEDL 
13.TAYLUO 

 BL - -  

 NEWS - - - - T 

 CIR - - - - TION 

 J - - - NAL 

 TABL - - -  

 - - - SCRIBE 

 MON - - - - 

 - - - - ED 

 LEADER 

 DAI - -  

 DEAD - - - -  

 LA - - - - 

 E - - - OR 

Now match the words with their definitions below :  
Person responsible for choosing articles published : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Magazine published every 4 weeks  : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - 
Publication devoted to a special subject : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -- -  
Shop selling the press : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Newspaper published every day : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - 
Forum or personal newspaper on the web : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --  
Main article expressing editor’s opinion : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -  
The way the page is organized : - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Pay to receive copies of a newspaper or a magazine : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Showing prejudice : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - -  - - - 
Final limit before publication : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - 
Small format popular paper : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -- - - - 
Total number of papers sold per day : - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - -- - - - 
 

GRAMMAR EXERCISES 
 
Complete, using one of the following: who, whom, which, what, whose, Ø. 
1. The Sun is a tabloid …………………….. is read by four million people each day. 
2. He is trying to find a capitalist …………………….. will finance his newspaper. 
3. He wants to write articles about ……………………….the Queen eats. 
4. This paper is rubbish – and rubbish ………………………, strangely enough, doesn’t attract people. 
5. Most of the reporters (……………………….) I know are fair and objective. 
6. He couldn’t get them to believe ……………………………… he said. 
7. He met a journalist …………………………….. book had been a best-seller. 
8. ……………………………………..the public wants is bits of scandal. 
9. He is aiming to attract young people, many of ………………………………don’t read the press. 
 
Put the adjectives in brackets into the correct form, then translate each sentence. 
1. Even quality newspapers have now adopted a much [ small ] …………………….………….. format. 
2. This is [ interesting ] …………………………………………………………… project I have ever seen. 
3. Headlines are now [ big ] and [ visible ] ………………………………………………… than ever before. 
4. [ big ] ………………………….. the headline, [ striking ] ……………………………...the story seems. 
5. In the 19th century, papers were not [ sensational ] ……………………………………………………... 
6. Things have gone much [ bad ] …………………………………. since World War Two. 
7. He’s one of our [ devoted ] …………………………………….. readers, but he still thinks the paper 
was [ good ] ……………………………….. before. 
8. He intended to become the [ rich ] ……………… and [ important ] ………………………………… 
publisher in the world. 
9. Journalists used to define news, but that seems to be [ true ] ………………………….. today. 
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LES PRONOMS RELATIFS 

 
Les pronoms relatifs permettent de relier deux propositions ayant un point commun. Ce point commun est 

appelé l’ « antécédent », et il est remplacé/repris par le PRONOM. 

 

1.Choix du pronom relatif : 

 
Antécédent animé Antécédent 

inanimé 

Tous antécédents  Fonction 

 

WHO 

 

 

WHICH 

 

 

THAT  

(sauf dans les 
rel.descriptives *) 

 

SUJET 

 

WHOM 

 

 

THAT /  

(plus fréquents) 

 

COMPLEMENT / OBJET 

WHOSE  (+ NOM) GENITIF 
(lien de possession ou de parenté) 

 

*les relatives descriptives sont placées entre parenthèses, elles apportent une information.supplémentaire et ne sont pas 
essentielles. 

 

 

2.Processus de relativisation selon les fonctions 

 
Ex : I know the man. The man is wearing a white shirt 
 I know the man WHO is wearing a white shirt. 

FONCTION SUJET  
 

Ex : You can see a woman. They are waiting for the woman. 
You can see the woman who(m) / that /  they are waiting FOR* 

FONCTION COMPLEMENT 

Ex : The newspaper is one of the oldest. The title of the newspaper is 
The Times. 

The newspaper WHOSE title is The Times is one of the oldest. 

FONCTION GENITIF 

(traduction de « dont ») 

 
*noter que la particule reste collée au verbe, et donc en fin de phrase. 

 
3.Remarques/Particularités 

 
-WHICH peut aussi être PRONOM RELATIF ANTECEDENT DE PROPOSITION COMPLETE (c’est à dire 

qu’il reprend toute une proposition). Pour le reconnaître : 

-il est placé derrière une virgule 

-il se traduira par « ce qui » ou « ce que » (signifiant « chose qui », « chose que »).  

Ex : She answered with anger, which he did not understand (Elle lui a répondu avec colère, CE QU’il n’a pas 
compris = chose qu’il n’a pas comprise).  

 
-A ne pas confondre avec WHAT, qui n’a pas d’antécédent et qui annonce ce qui va suivre.  

Ex : WHAT she told you was a lie (CE QU’ELLE t’a dit était un mensonge). 
Ce « what » traduit par « ce qui » ou « ce que » lui aussi, peut être remplacé par « la chose qui/que ».  

 

-« où » pronom relatif se traduira WHERE ou WHEN selon que l’antécédent est un LIEU ou un MOMENT.  

Ex : The place where we live is nice (l’endroit où nous vivons…) 
Ex : The  day when he came was a nice, beautiful, sunny day (le jour où il est venu…)  
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LES PRONOMS RELATIFS 
EXERCICES 

 

TABLEAU BILAN 
 

Antécédent animé Antécédent inanimé Tous antécédents  Fonction 

WHO  
 

WHICH 
 

THAT  
(sauf dans les rel.descriptives *) 

SUJET 

 
WHOM 

THAT /  
(plus fréquents) 

 
COMPLEMENT / OBJET 

WHOSE  (+ NOM) GENITIF 
(lien de possession,de parenté) 

 

 

1.Souligne le point commun entre les deux phrases, puis transforme les de manière à ce qu’elles n’en fassent 
plus qu’une, au moyen d’une proposition relative.  
Ex : You’re wearing a T-Shirt. I like the T-Shirt  I like the T-shirt which/that / Ø you are wearing. 

-They saw a boy. The boy was running down the street.  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
-I met a man. We talked about this man two years ago. 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
-We loved the food. We ate this food at their restaurant last Friday.  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
-Cats are animals. You can’t buy the animals’ affection. 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
-He took me to a place. This place was wonderful.  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
-I wish we had a garden. We could play in that garden.  
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 
 
2.Complétez avec le(s) bon(s) pronom(s) relatif(s). Les omissions (pronom « Ø  » ) sont aussi possibles : 

précise-le lorsque c’est le cas).  
-the women……………………………………………………were demonstrating were old and tired. 
-I saw a dog…………………………………………was running after a piece of paper. 
-They heard the news, ………………………………………………..made them cry !  
-The country………………………………bamboo grows is China. 
-They all laughed at my joke, ………………………………………………was very pleasant. 
-The playwright ……………………..…………………..wrote this play was Shakespeare.  
-This is the nicest summer……………………………………………we have had in years ! 
-There is little ………………………………………….we can do.  
-I’ve met again that girl……………………………………………name I can never remember. 
 
3.Traduisez “dont” comme il convient. 
La fille 
-dont tu parles : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-dont il a pris le bras : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
-dont les yeux sont bleus est ma sœur : …………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
4.Traduisez 
-The people I told you about are tourists 
-The birds you see are getting ready to leave 
-The flowers whose colour is pink are tulips 
-The chair you are sitting ON is fragile 
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THE IDEAL SUSPECT 
READING UNDERSTANDING 

 

Read the text and find words or expressions that correspond to the following.  
 
Lines 1-17 
-Un voyeur : ……………………………………………..…………………….. -Effrayant : ………………………………………………………… 
-Le propriétaire : …………………………………………………………….. -Couverture (mediatique) : ……………………………….. 
Lines 18-35 
-Remis en liberté : ……………………………………………………….….. -A grande échelle : …………………………………………….. 
-Diffamatoire : ………………………………………………………………….. -La gorge : ………………………………………………………….. 
Lines 36 to the end  
-Horrible, Choquant : ……………………………………………………….. -Etre inculpé de : ……………………………………………….. 
 
 

Now match the following words, taken from the text, with their equivalent or synonym. Use the 
context to find their meaning.  
 

LURID * 
SEIZE * 

LEWD * 
LONER * 
WEIRD * 

LYNCHING * 
UNUSUAL * 

UNFORTUNATELY * 
 
 

 *CATCH, GRAB  
*SOLITARY 
*UNLUCKILY 
*ODD, STRANGE 
*SINISTER 
*PUNISHING (by the mob) 
*CREEPY 
*OUTSTANDING 

Read again and answer the questions.  
 
1.What type of doc.is it? Who Wrote it? What does it deal with?  
 
2.Pick out all details about the murder and the protagonists (period, names, ages, place, jobs etc.) 
 
3. Explain why Joanna was “the ideal victim” and Mr Jefferies “the ideal suspect”. List the elements used by the 
media to describe Mr Jefferies. What image did they build up, and how ? (find examples in the text) What 
logical consequence were the readers led to?  
 
4.Did Mr Jefferies really kill Joanna? Quote the article to justify your answer. 
 
5.What papers are mentioned in this article? What do they have in common? Compare with the source and the 
author of the article.  
 
6.Pick out the sentences the journalist uses to describe the behaviour of the newspapers he mentions. Can you 
explain the journalist’s opinion and intention by writing such an article?  Can you explain Thompson’s personal 
attitude towards these papers? 
 
7.Do you agree that “there are arguments about the public interest when it comes to a murder case”? Say what 
these arguments could be and give your opinion.  
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“THE IDEAL SUSPECT” 
NOW THINK !  

THE PASSIVE FORM 
 
 

Observe 
This was all before Mr Jefferies was released by the police without charge after being questioned for an 
extended period.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Observe 
They say Mr Jefferies is a weird person  Mr Jefferies is said to be a weird person. 
They think Ms Yeates knew her murderer  Ms Yeates is thought to have known her murderer.  

 
4.Transform the sentences below as shown above.  
-They think Mr Jefferies was a very good teacher despite his eccentricity 
-They believe he put up his flat for sale as soon as he was cleared. 
-They say Ms Yeates bought a pizza on the night of her disappearance.  
-They say screams were heard on the night she disappeared. 
-They say DNA traces led to the arrest of the real culprit. 
-They consider the tabloids’ attitude is intolerable.  

 REMINDER 
PASSIF 

= 
BE + PARTICIPE PASSE 
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More info… 
 

 
 


